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be represented by a clear-cut and absolutely accurate
formula exactly comparable with the national strengths
of other countries. We should seek in vain for some
index figure for British national strength which would
permit us to call it 100 and then compare it with the
strength of other countries, putting perhaps. French
strength at 70, German strength at 150, Japanese
strength at 60, etc.
However, national strength is substance, not shadow,
and it is composed of many factors which are tangible
and concrete. The power of the British Empire is
therefore nothing vague and incomprehensible ; it is
neither a wild hope, nor a fantastic fear. On the
contrary, it is based on certain quite definite economic,
political and military facts which can be studied and
defined. Like its basis, that power is changeable,
vulnerable, capable of development, and, above all,
limited. The mystic idea that Britain's might is some-
thing supernatural is just as baseless as the idea that
it is in a chronic state of collapse.